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CALPE MINIATURES
 Landwehr Cavalry Lancers
Advancing Figures (lances unright)-

Code PCL
The figures-

The figures in the lists below are designed to represent Landwehr cavalry in the ‘regulation’ uniform. Those of you who know something of this arm of the Prussian cavalry will be aware that this uniform was not standard throughout the landwehr cavalry regiments. Two regiments, one Silesian, the other from Brandenberg, must have had a wealthy benefactor as they were provided with the full Polish lancer uniform. Several other regiments adopted versions of the regulation uniform but gave it regimental distinctions. One Brandenberg regiment used the Landwehr cap; two others from the same province were issued with the British stovepipe shako and were provided with a very distinctive saddlecloth (more later). Another common variation was to make the regulation uniform in a different coloured cloth. One regiment from East Prussia had light blue litewkas, a Pommeranian regiment made theirs out of dark grey cloth.  Having said this, the regulation uniform was worn by most regiments. I have made a rough estimate of the ratio of regiments which wore the regulation uniform to those that did not. Across most provinces it is 3:1 in favour of the regulation uniform. This means that approximately 75% of the landwehr cavalry regiments wore this uniform. 
Most regiments had Prussian blue litewkas with grey cavalry overalls, usually without the red stripe down the outside seam. The litewkas had collars in the provincial colour but cuffs were mostly left in the coat colour. Shoulder straps seem to have denoted the seniority of the regiment within the province and were usually white or red. All leather equipment and belting was made of black leather. The saddle cloth was usually a sheepskin with a scalloped edging (not dog-toothed) in the provincial colour.  These sheepskin saddle cloths were generally black but some provinces (e.g. Silesia) seem to have issued white sheepskins. The sword scabbard was white metal. The equipment attached to the saddle was coloured as follows- canteen and roll covered in grey cloth with black straps; forage bags canvas coloured; the pouch was black leather. After the 1813 campaign the white over black lance pennon became standard, before this many regiments had the white over black but others had provincial pennons (e.g. several Brandenberg regiments had red over white pennons). When on campaign, shakos were generally covered in the weather-proof cover common in the Prussian army. Some regiments painted the Landwehr cross on the shako covers.
Preparing the figures-
I do not provide lances with these figures. Almost 25 years of painting and gaming has taught me that white metal lances cannot take the strain of a good game. There is nothing more annoying than flaking paint on a bent lance! I recommend that you make the lances out of brass or steel wire. This is available in most good hobby stores. Cut the wire into 5.5cm lengths and grid the ends to a point, sharp at one end and rounded on the other. Electric bench grinders are cheap and readily available in most DIY stores. I recently bought myself a new bench grinder for less than £20. Lance pennons can be made out of pewter sheet (available from Sylmasta Ltd. PO Box 262, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 3FR, tel.-(44) 01444 415027) or you can wait until Graham at GMB designs finishes his sheets of Prussian pennons.
The scalloped edges on the sheepskin saddlecloths are excellent at causing little rips in the mould. This is inevitable and will show itself as flash along the scalloped edge. It is easily cleaned off using a fine round file or a similar riffler file. 

The figures- 

PCL1

Trooper looking forward.

PCL2

Trooper looking down slightly, lower hold on lance.

PCL3

Trooper looking forward, slight turn of the body to the right.

PCL3b

As above but looking right.

PCL4

Trumpeter, holding trumpet.

PCL5

Regimental officer, sword arm upright, looking right.

PCL6

Squadron officer. Two arm variants.

PCL7

Version of PCL2 bareheaded.

PCL8

Version of PCL1, bandaged head.
Walking Horses-

These replace the seven original horses. These horses have the same proportions as the artillery horses and are shorter and stockier than the original horses. The figures above only fit these horses. They are all in walking and trotting poses. A set of galloping horses will come out shortly.

H1
Walking horse, front left leg forward.
H2
Walking horse, front right leg raised.

H3
Trotting horse, front right leg forward.

H4
Walking horse, head lowered.

H5
Trotting horse, front left leg forward.

H6
Walking, front left leg raised, head down.
Charging Landwehr Cavalry –

PCL9

Charging squadron officer. Two arm variants.

PCL10

Trumpeter, blowing trumpet.

PCL11

Charging trooper, couched lance, looking forward and slightly to the left.
PCL11b

As above but looking right.

PCL12

Charging trooper, couched lance, looking down the length of the lance. More twist to the body than PCL11.

PCL13

Charging trooper. Lance arm extended as if lunging with lance.

PCL14

Enthusiastic trooper. Lance arm raised.

PCL15

Casualty. Trooper falling, designed to fit falling horse H13.

PCL16

Bareheaded version of PCL13.

PCL17

Version of PCL12 with bandaged head.

Charging Horses –

At one stage of the gallop all four of the horse’s legs are off the ground. I am pointing this out as I get more comments with regard to the horses than I do for any other figure. The pose mentioned above is impossible to sculpt without some form of support structure as it would not cast or stand. Most of you will understand this simple fact and yet I will get those who complain about the ‘runners’ and ‘grassy bits’ that allow a dynamic galloping pose to both cast and then stand. 
I have given these horses a lot of thought and time. All poses are taken from actual photos of horses and I have selected each pose so that in combination they give an accurate representation of the various (castable) stages of the galloping movement. The raised legs are supported by two types of metal supports, textured and plain. The plain supports can be snipped off using a side cutter (available from most good model shops or Games Workshop outlets) if you want to improve the dynamism of the galloping horse. This does weaken the stability of the casting so you pay a price for increased realism, but the option is there if you want to take it. Do not remove any of the textured supports (the grassy bits) and on no account remove more than two supports. It is best not to remove two supports from the same side of the figure although in some cases (H11) this is not possible. Snip intelligently! 
Horse poses are difficult to describe. I am going to describe the position of the front legs in order to distinguish one horse from another.

H7

Galloping horse stretching out. Right leg straight but angled forward, left leg in the process of stretching out.

H8

Galloping horse stretching out. Left leg gathered up, right leg stretched forward and off the ground.
H9

Galloping horse gathered up. Left leg straight, right leg gathered up.
H10

Galloping horse stretched out. Both legs straight, right leg angled back and on the ground, left leg forward and off the ground.

H11

Galloping horse gathered up. Both front legs gathered and off the ground.

H12

Galloping horse stretched out. Both legs straight, right leg angled back and on the ground. Left leg angled forward, also on the ground.

H13

Falling horse, designed to fit PCL15.




Next releases-
The next release will come out in April but not until the latter part of the month as I am going to The States for a couple of weeks at the start of the month. 

April- Landwehr cavalry for the 1st and 2nd Brandenberg regiments. These wear stovepipe shakos and have pointed light blue saddle cloths.

May- Advancing landwehr infantry.

June- Lutzow Freicorps infantry.

July- Hussars, first release (probably, shouldered swords).
Prices –

Figures 70p

Horses 80p

